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CITIZENSHIP AND PASSPORTS: ‘Lee Harvey Oswald 
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Lee Harvey OSWALD anneared at the Enbassy on July & on his ow initiative in | 
connection with his desire to return to the United States with his wife. 


-Osuald executed the enclosed questicunaire pertaining to possible expatriating 


ects 


and was questioned at length-concerning his activities since entering the 


Soviet Union. No evidence was revealed of . any act on his part which might nave 
coused loss of his American citizenship. He exhibited Soviet invernal tstateless 
eossport (vid na zhitelstvo dlya litsza beg graghdanstva) No. 311179 issued by the 
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‘~acow clty government on January 1h, 1960, which is prima facie cvidence that he-~ _ 


carded by the Soviet authorities as not possessing Soviet citizenshipe Oswald 
stated that despite the wording of the statement which he handed to the Embassy on 
Ostober 31, 1959. (Embassy despatch 23h, November 2, 1959), he never in fact actually 
applied for Soviet citizenship. Wis application av that time was for permitsion 
-enain in the Soviet Union and for a temporary extension of his tourist vise pond-~ 


no reference to Soviet citizenship, nor did he subsequently make any application 
for Soviet citizenship. The application was addressed by him to the USSR Supremic 
Soviet and was placed in the mail box of the Hetropole Hotel, Jt appeared, however , 
+o have been delivered to the central office of the Moscow OVIR and apparentiy was 
the basis. of a notification to him by that office theese days later of permission 


+o remain in the Soviet Union. 
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internal passporte 


to 


This application, according to Oswald, contaiied 


There was subsequently issued his present "state- 


Osviald stated that he has been employed since January 13, 1960, in the Belo- 

| sussian Radio and TV Factory in Minsk, where he works as a metal worker in the 
research shop. He stated that he took no oath or affirmation or allegiance of 
eny kind nor was he required to sign any kind of papers in connection with his 
expioyment. He gave his earnings as 90. rubles ver month. He stated that he is 
not a member of the factory trade union organization, never having been asked to 


Osuald stated that he hed never been called upon to mexe any statements for 


sadio or press’ or to address audiences since his arrival in the Soviet Union and 


that 


he has made no statements at any time of any exploitable nature concerning . 


his original decision to reside in the Soviet Union. He recalled that he had 
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| beer interviewed briefly in his roon c+ the tictropole Hotel in Hoseo:: on tue 
third daz after his rival. in the Soviet Uston by a reporter fron Tico Honcotte 
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reporter represented nhinself an Sccking conwents from tserican SWEVIsts on 
impressions of Moscow. Cswole sta ted that ke mide no more than < Lov 
“vine convents of & Visiting tovrist nature 3 tne whole lasting no more then 
sO or three ninutes end of no political sirnifieence., When Queriec sbdout = 
Statement which he had made to the interviewing officer at the time of his first 
appearence at the Embassy on’ October +; 1959, to the effect that he would will- 

cly make available to the Soviet Union such information as he had acquired as . 
a radar opsrator in the Ma:tne Corps, Oswald stated that he Was never in fact 
subjected to any questioning or briefing by the Soviet authorities concerning 
his life or exmericnces prier to entering the Sovict Union. end never vrovided 
such information te any Soviet orgsne Ne sisted that he aoubted in fact that 

+ vould have given such information if requested despite his ssaterents made 
at the inbassy. . : 
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swald indicated sone ancety as to whether, should hs return +s the Unit 2 
“t2S, he would face possible aenegbthy imprisonnent for his act of rsesninineg 2. 
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wae Soviet Union. Oswald wes tole informally; that-the Embassy did not perecive . 
on the basis of information in its bOSSession, on what grounds he micht be sub- 


gest to conviction leading to punishment of such Severity as he apparently haz in ° 


minds It was clearly stated to hin, however, that the Embassy could five Iris, 
ssurence as to whether upon His @esired-tio- retura to the United States he 
& 0 Liable to prosecution for orrenses committed in violation of laws 6f 
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une United States or-of any of its States. Oswald said he understood this. Bs 
ned simply felt that in his ow interest he’ could not go back to the lhited States 
if i% issant returning to. & number of years in vrison, and. had delayed aporoach- 


2nz Soviet authorities concerning departing fron the Soviet Union until he "haa 
wis end of the thing Straightened out." -. se ye Se on ge © ee 
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Csweld was sarried on April 30, 1961, -to Maxine Hilcolacwma PUSAKSVA, au 
cens2l technician. He is avtemptine. 45 arrenge for his wife te join hin in’ 
mostey? sa that she can appear at the Enbvassy for a vies interview in 2:2 next 
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vovald intends to institpte an application for an exit visa immadiately 
Won ALS return to Minsk within the next few days. His American passrort was 
revurned to him fer this purpose: after having been’ amended to be valid for “ 
cinect return to the United Statas only. The possession of a foreign passport 
oc Similar travel document is typicall: 2 prerecuisite to being varmitted to - 


file an application for a Soviet exit visa,and it was felt. the there was little — 


prospect hat Oswald covld accomplish enything with the Soviet officiels con- 
cerned unless he displayed his Aysrican Passport. Oswald's present passport - 
expires on September 10, 1962 » and 34 is our intention not to rene: it without. 


the Deyartment's prior approval of the enclosed renewal appliretion, and then 


ae ; : 5 % . - 
only upon evidence of a present need for the renewal in connection with his 
eiforts to return to the United’ States, KR. £55 oe yee a" » 2 
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Trionty months of the realities of life in the Soviet Uniden a 
hac a naturing effect on Oswald. lie stated frenkly met he had lensed & 
:s-¢ lesson the herc way and that he hed bscn couple valy relLisved of oe 
nen po about = Sovict Union oy the same tine that we aes avired 2. oe 

erstan ding and aopreciation of the United States enc vnc moanias of a | 

aaa Lich of the anxous nce and evanies nao wWiiieh chamaeteri Eee cn his. iene 
<isit to the Embassy appears to nave Left hin. He  gtated t ad =. ——e | 
with his mother and a brother in the United States, He stated that ts 
asout 200 rubles and that he and his wife Wo oie seve more for eventva cos 
‘of traveling to the United States. ee SN 4 

Acticn Reaves ted: The Departuent!s’ ‘action is ‘ypeques tea on the oe 
applice sion For reneal of Oswald's passport. if epproved, it is a ee 0 
that the Brbassy be authorised to rency 7 Csrilats passport at it SOLU . 
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questionaire executed by canta, july 10, | 19She 5 erie 13 5 my 
Application for ens wal or ere execu ted oy Oswald, , duly 10, 1961. | 
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